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EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan of Brunei
Darussalam

Prime Minister

Supreme Commander of the Royal Brunei Armed Forces
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MINISTERS

Citizens of Brunei Darussalam

Malay race

 Islamic Religion

Unless His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
otherwise decides
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MINISTERS
APPOINTMENTS

For a period of 5 years or such other period … and the
same persons may be re-appointed, when such
appointment expires…

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan may revoke
the appointment of any Minister or Deputy Minister at
any time without showing cause
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MINISTERS

 Minister of Defence

 Minister of Finance

 Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade

 Senior Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office

 Minister of Home Affairs

 Minister of Education

 Minister in the Prime Minister’s 
Office and Minister of Finance II

 Minister of Energy and Industry 
in the Prime Minister’s Office

 Minister of Religious Affairs

 Minister of Development

 Minister of Primary Resources 
and Tourism

 Minister of  Communications

 Minister of Culture, Youth and 
Sports

 Minister of Health
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DEPUTY MINISTERS

 Deputy Minister in the Prime Minister’s Office

 Deputy Minister of Defence

 Deputy Minister of Finance

 Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade

 Deputy Minister of Education

 Deputy Minister of Religious Affairs

 Deputy Minister of Development
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MINISTERS
FUNCTIONS, POWERS AND DUTIES

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan may
transfer any functions, powers and duties conferred
… to such other person or authority … at any time
without showing cause
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GOVERNANCE

The Government of Brunei Darussalam shall be
regulated in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution of Brunei Darussalam
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GOVERNANCE

Constitution shall not be deemed to derogate from
the prerogative powers and jurisdiction of His
Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
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APPOINTMENTS IN PUBLIC SERVICE

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan has the power to –
• appoint
• transfer
• promote
• dismiss
• exercise disciplinary control,

over public officers.
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His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan
may require any person in the public service to
take oath in the form set out as Form VI in the
First Schedule

OATH
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan consults
and acts in accordance with the recommendation of
the Public Service Commission



Public Officers’ Law Seminar: Understanding the Law 
26th and 27th October 2016 

Slide 16

APPOINTMENT TO SPECIFIED OFFICES

No person shall be appointed to any office specified in the Third
Schedule unless –

 a citizen of Brunei Darussalam

 Malay race

 professing the Islamic Religion
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IMMUNITY

 His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan can do no wrong in his
personal or official capacity

 Any person acting on behalf, or under the authority of His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan shall not be liable to any
proceedings in respect of anything done or omitted to have been
done in his official capacity

 Provision may be made by written law for bringing proceedings
against the Government or any officer, in respect of wrongs
committed in the course of carrying on the Government of Brunei
Darussalam
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NO JUDICIAL REVIEW

There shall be no judicial review in any court of any act,
decision, grant, revocation … or any party acting on his
behalf or under his authority or in the performance of any
public function …
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AUDITOR GENERAL

Appointed by His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan

Audits accounts of –
• Brunei Darussalam
• other public authorities
• bodies administering public funds provided by any

written law

Submit reports to His Majesty the Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan
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ACTING AUDITOR GENERAL
Pengiran Siti Norbaya Binti Pengiran Shahminan
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ATTORNEY GENERAL

 Appointed by His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan

 Advise on all legal matters referred by His Majesty the Sultan and
Yang Di-Pertuan or by the Government

 Power to institute, conduct or discontinue any proceedings,
except proceedings before a –

• Syariah Court

• Court Martial

 Not subject to the direction or control of any person or authority
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ATTORNEY GENERAL
Yang Berhormat Datin Seri Paduka Hajah Hayati binti

Pehin Orang Kaya Shahbandar Dato Seri Paduka Haji Mohd Salleh
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CRIMINAL 
JUSTICE 

DIVISION

CIVIL DIVISION

INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS 
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LEGISLATION & 
RESEARCH 
DIVISION
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POWER TO MAKE LAWS

His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan have the
power to make laws for the peace, order, security
and good government of Brunei Darussalam.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

 Any Member of the Legislative Council may introduce any Bill or
propose any motion for debate in, or present any petition to the
Legislative Council

 His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan assents to, signs and
seals the Bill with the State Seal
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STATE OF EMERGENCY

Whenever it appears to His Majesty the Sultan and Yang
Di-Pertuan, that an occasion of emergency of public danger
is imminent … he may by Proclamation declare a state of
emergency … as may be specified in the Proclamation
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ORDERS MADE UNDER ARTICLE 83(3)

 So long as such Proclamation of Emergency is in force, His Majesty
the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan may make any Orders whatsoever
which he considers desirable in the public interest

 Every Order made under Article 83(3) laid at the next meeting of
the Legislative Council for resolution whether the Orders will
cease to have effect or be passed.
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NOTIFICATION OF ORDERS MADE UNDER 
ARTICLE 83(3)

Published in the Gazette as soon as circumstances permit
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