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UNDERSTANDING THE LAW : 
ROLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT 

WHY DO WE NEED LAW? 
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WHY DO WE NEED LAW? 

1. To regulate people’s behaviour in accordance with the norms of the society eg. 
regulatory laws, prohibitory laws, contract laws etc. So law changes with the 
change in the norms of our society. 

 Motor Vehicles (Seat Belts) Regulations 1988 Before 1988  



WHY DO WE NEED LAW? 

2. To deal with the harm done by the offender against the individual and 
 society at   large. Everyone is aware of HOW to act in the society we live in 
 and we can live with each other peacefully. A country without rule of law 
 result in total chaos and the destruction of a civilised society because you 
 are allowed to do whatever you wish to do. 

 

 



WHY DO WE NEED LAW? 

3. To collect and generate revenue eg. taxation laws. 
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 Private individual 
• Laws regulate the behavior of each 

member of society 

 

 Government 
• Government is also subject to law 

• Laws govern what a government 
can or cannot do 

WHY DO WE NEED LAW? 



EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES  

Ministries, Departments, Statutory Bodies 
and Royal Brunei Police Force 

LEGISLATURE 
Legislative Council 
His Majesty the Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan 

JUDICIARY  

INTERPRETATION, PROCEEDINGS 
AND SENTENCING 

Civil Courts and Syariah Courts 

HOW DOES THE LAW WORK? 



1. Legislation should be last resort, not first resort. 

2. Legislation can lead to red tape. Laws are intrusive, high cost and high 
maintenance. DO NOT over-regulate. 

3. Balance the measures to be taken : only such level of legislation for 
optimum effect. Consider other alternatives to work hand-in-hand 
with legislation or none at all. 

 

LEGISLATE ONLY WHEN NECESSARY 
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WHEN TO LEGISLATE? 



To create new obligations or modifying 
existing obligations (eg. imposing statutory 
duties; create offences) 
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To create new legal rights or modifying 
existing legal rights (eg changing rules of 
evidence : presumptions) 
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 To impose taxes 



Slaid 13 

 To impose taxes 
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 To charge public funds 
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 To introduce certainty of legal effect 
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 To introduce certainty of 
legal effect 
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 To implement international 
obligations 
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 To impose new power (eg. coercive 
tactics : furnishing of information) 
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  To modify existing law (amendments) 
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 For policy implementation 
(eg. to create statutory 
body) 
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 To override common law 



1. Publicity 

2. Just to make a point 

3. Administrative convenience and 
comfort 

4. Creation of new positions or office 

 

 

WRONG REASONS TO LEGISLATE 



1. Use existing law including laws under 

purview of other Ministries eg. Penal 

Code (Chapter 22); Minor Offences 

(Chapter 30) 

 

 

 

ALTERNATIVES TO LEGISLATION 
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Minor Offences 



2. Step up enforcement eg use of surveillance 

camera; frequency of compounding offences; 

neighbourhood  watch; training of enforcement 

officers; strategic covert operation 

 

 

 

Bah kali ani tia 
kana gambar tah 

bisdia ni uleh 
kamea. Ubaya-

ubaya tah belaju 
ani...hehehe.. 



3. Administrative arrangements eg. 

 tighten licence conditions but subject

 to reasonableness test and within the 

 parameters of the law; business 

process re-engineering (BPR) 

 

 

Enterprise integration 

• Departments are consolidated 

• Several jobs are combined into one job 

Worker empowerment 

• There is both horizontal and vertical 
reorganization 

• Handoffs are eliminated 

• There are fewer rules and less 
coordination is required 

Number of steps in a process are 
reduced 

• This is simplification 

• Inspections, checks and controls are 
reduced or eliminated 

The steps are performed in a 
more natural order 

BPR 



4.   Best practices eg. quasi law : issue Code of Practice; 

Standard Operating Procedures; Guidelines; 

Directives, and monitor and inspect 

 

5.   Awareness programme : 

To advice, guide, direct, persuade or threaten 
regulation by wide dissemination of information; 
no plastic bag day (Go Green initiatives); littering 

 

 



6. Use of economic measures : 

To negotiate and offer incentives by means of 
tax inducements, grants, loans or subsidies 

 

7. Voluntary arrangements : contracts including 
Memorandum of Understanding; community 
service 

 



8.    Status quo : Take no action  

To rely on market forces (halal), social forces 
(hijab), self-regulation 
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THANK YOU 


