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Can I post that

wofk namely Iiterary .dramaﬁc,
musical and artistic . work.. Ongce" . - best ¢:
: ongmal work is created, ccmynght:

THIS year, the Attomey General‘s

Chambers (AGC) hopes to‘highlight "

the effects of the digital €ra an
its impact on lecal artists, whils

raising more awareness on copyright jivel

and its unportance in our daily >

lives.

In con]unctwn wnh ‘the’ %ﬁd)
Intellectual Property Day which falls - -

annually on-April 26; the Attorney

General’s Chambers is organising
‘seminar: on' copyrights -
eme"l‘appmgontheNewgf
Techs and App: Opportunities and
Challenges’. The'seminar willfeature

a one-da
with the

speakers from the World Intellectual

Property . Qrganisation, the AGC .’
and local artists in recognition of
the important role that intellectual

propertyrights (patents, trademarks
industrial .designs, copyright) play .
in encouraging

Creativity.
Soc1al media
Inthlsdayandage socxalmsdla

makes it easiér:for people to-access = -
and share things. -they - dike.. “The

number of social network “users
has exploded and social media is all -

about sharing content: retweeting or

reposting plctures on Instagram and
Twitter, pinning plctures through
Pinterest.

According to techcmnch last year
there were two billion: Fag

users, 15 billion YouTibe users.

and 1.2 - billion WhatsApp users.

But most of thetime, images are’”
shared without gemng perlmsswn

or ‘given credit.” gators:
whose work is- copied posted ‘and
-even sold without permission, their

copyright is infringed and-as aresult,

other people bénefit from their

hard work. The main problem is”

that most people -or companies do
not realise that they are doing any
harm.

So the next time you are about -

to -post content on.social media,

stop and think first: “Can I use that

image?” :
Copyright

- Simply put, copyright is the legal -
right to deal in original - creative -

mnovaﬁen “and -

]ust because :ymx have credlted '

f;he owner, it:does’het mean that

- you now have a.right to copy and -
possthat lmage”ﬁﬁ social media. It -

~is'not always eﬁough to just credit
the owner - quite often:you will
-need perrmssnon from the copyright

R;ghts' Reserved’ that meahs the

work is copynghted and: the only:

. Way you can use it is if you obtain
~ permission ‘or ‘a licence’ from the

““ownet, or if the image is/used for a-

“fair dealing’ purpose. -
. Fair Dealing”

circumstances in which you can use
images without permission from
the copyright owner. This is called

““fair dealing’, which means you have
the legal right to use copyrighted

imageés as long as the images-are
used for non-commercial research
or study; criticism or review, news

- reporting or parody or satire, along -

with acknowledgement-of the image

‘sources. So if you are a food blogger

~need to ‘obtmn permlssmn.
. from the copyright owner .to
" use the image. Quite often,

copyright: owners ‘will allow

~use of work subject to being
“given credit - however, a deal
~of this nature  should not be .-

assumed. ‘Permission can also
be obtained in a- form of a
hcence

- For example, Getty Images -
allows you to search its:library .
- -for images using keywords, and -
-once you have found an image
-_youy want to use, the: licence -

“you get will depend on how you -
~ want to use.the image.

« You can also check the original
source. of work for copyright
notices, or information about

: ‘how the image may be used.
There - are some very specific - - : i

% },‘Vzlght in s0c1al media

There are some c1rcumsta1:y:es

for material to be used, without
having _to -first .

online. "~ under -

licence. .

o If the mlage Was. posted by..:
- another user in the same social
. media platform, check the social -
" media network’s terms and

conditions for authorisation to :

re-postthe image. For example,
under. -Pinterest’s ' Terms of

Service, ‘a - user who posts

contentonPinteréstprovidesall

other users a licence to use that
content on Pinterest. However,

under Instagram’s . Terms of
Service, users are responsible
for ensuring that they have the

_ appropriate permission to post

.that image.

« Try looking for free images in

many free stock photography
websites “where the creators
have released their rights to

the images, such as Flickr and

Pexel. :
Howaboutasasocmlmedia

- user who posts images online
~~'what are the imphcations of

. doing so?
Each social media platform
has its own set _of Terms of

approach:.
~them for penmssion These..
are _commonly. referred to as.
‘creative “commons’.. Images”
- released '
‘Creative commons’ licenee may;
be copled, uploaded, embedded .-
E d without permzsswn,ﬁ
' promded that the use is withifn
the condltlons stated on the,

Semce Wthh you agree to
-in which the’ copyright owner
has already given permission

when you open an account.

These terms of use are legally
binding contracts and they are
treated exactly like any contract.

‘mthe ‘real world’. -

Within these terms' of ‘use
is a licensing agreement that

- you commiit to. When you post

images on these social media
platforms, they "automatically
obtain a licence to use.those
materials - and even’ share
them without obtaining your

- permission or paying . any
-royalties... This - licence - .ends

when you delete the materials
or terminate your account. .
So do be careful of what you

‘post online, as these images can

potentially be shared by these
social media platform w1thout
your knowledge. ‘

If-you are a creator and do
not ‘wish others to use your
work without - permission,
consider using the © symbol
along with your name and
date, where appropriate. Also

-consider watermarking your

images, so -they cannot be
copied. Being aware of and
controlling - your . - copyright

" can restrict unauthorised use,
.which gives you the comfort

that = your creative’ output
remains exclusively yours.

For ~more ‘details on
intellectual :property, visit- the
AGC website at www.agc.gov.bn,
or email internationalaffairs@
agc.govbn - Attorney General’s

- Chambers
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